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Welcome to the weekly press briefing of the Kosovo Specialist Chambers, where we aim to provide journalists
with an update on the latest developments at the court, and the opportunity to ask questions.

In the case of Hysni Gucati and Nasim Haradinaj, the Appeals Panel has scheduled an appeal hearing for 1
and 2 December 2022. The Judges noted that based on the Rules, an appeal against a trial judgment may be
determined entirely on the basis of written submissions. However, they consider a hearing necessary given
the specific circumstances of this case, including the length and complexity of the trial judgment. All written
submissions by the Defence and Prosecution concerning the appeal that are public can be found on the KSC
website.

In the Thagi et al. case, the Registry on 20 October filed their ninth report on victims’ participation. In the
report, the Victims’ Participation Office recommends that 11 out of 19 applicants be admitted as participating
victims to the proceedings. In the view of the Victims’ Participation Office, the alleged crimes that these
applicants indicated they have suffered from correspond to the places and times mentioned in the
indictment.

The victims are both Albanian and/or Serbian speaking, and reside in different countries. They include both
direct and indirect victims. The direct victims indicate to have suffered harm as a result of unlawful detention,
cruel treatment, and/or torture in one of the detention sites mentioned in the confirmed indictment. The
indirect victims claim to have suffered harm as a result of persecution, unlawful detention, cruel treatment,
torture, enforced disappearance, and/or murder of a family member.

The Victims' Participation Office assessed that the victims all suffered from similar alleged crimes allegedly
committed by the same perpetrators in the Thagi et al. case. Therefore, the Victims Participation Office
recommended that the additional 11 victims join the already existing group of 32 participating victims in this
case and be represented by the same Victims’ Counsel.

The Victims Participation Office further found that, similar to the existing group of participating victims, all
11 applicants should be considered particularly vulnerable as they all continue to suffer from trauma and
express fear and concern for their safety or that of their family should their identity become known.

Therefore, the Victims Participation Office considers it necessary that their identities be kept confidential.

The Pre-Trial Judge will decide on the applications of the victims as well as on the recommendation to keep
their identities confidential.

The Registry’s ninth report on Victims Participation can be found on the KSC website.
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As announced last week, the Pre-Trial Judge has scheduled the next status conference in this case for next
Friday, 4 November 2022 starting at 13:30. Points of discussion as announced in the Pre-Trial Judge’s
scheduling order include updates concerning the disclosure process, witness lists as well as the status of the
investigations of the Defence.

The Pre-Trial Judge also announced that he will ask the Defence and the Prosecution whether they foresee
any difficulties in transferring the case to a trial panel by the end of this year.

Journalist Questions

No questions were asked

b@ P.0.Box47 | 2501CA, TheHague | The Netherlands | www.scp-ks.org | T+31(0)6 249 21036

Follow KSC live updates and the YouTube channel

To attend the weekly press briefings of the KSC, please contact MediaKSC@scp-ks.org. For further information about personal data protection at
the Kosovo Specialist Chambers, see https://www.scp-ks.org/en/privacy-notice.



https://www.scp-ks.org/en/live-update-court
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeGJ3nJkfQW5uwe5VNTHsIA?view_as=subscriber
mailto:PICU@scp-ks.org
https://www.scp-ks.org/en/privacy-notice

